Hon Michael Bryant

Attorney General

Ministry of the Attorney General
720 Bay St, 11th Flr
Toronto ON M5G 2K1

BY FAX:
416-326-4016

_ Pages
(Original by mail)

RE:  Building of fence on beach in Balm Beach, Tiny Township

Dear Minister Bryant

I am writing to seek your intervention in the matter of a fence being built on the beach in Balm Beach, Tiny Township.  The issue is part of a larger long standing problem regarding ownership and public access to the beaches in this area.  Your ministry has been historically involved for some time in this matter with the last initiative being the appointment of a mediator to look for a solution.  However, the mediation process was discontinued by your ministry two years ago and since that time there has been no real progress in resolution.

Recently the problem has been escalated by the construction of a fence by one of the beachfront owners from his existing property line to over half way across the beach towards the water.  It is my understanding that the property owner has received a favourable decision regarding extending his boundaries to the water line but the decision does not provide clear title.  He appears to be building the fence on the beach without clear title and no authority has made any move to stop him.

Local residents wish to see the fence removed until the whole matter of ownership and access is resolved.  We hope you will use the authority of your office to help us.

Sincerely,


Hon. Gerry Phillips

Minister of Government Services






Ministry of Government Services
77 Wellesley St W, 12th Floor, Ferguson Block
Toronto ON M7A 1N3

BY FAX:
416-327-3790

4 Pages

(Original by mail)

RE:  Application for boundary extension

        Tiny Township, Lot 112, Judges Plan 1446

Dear Minister Phillips

I am writing to seek your intervention in the matter of a fence being built on the beach in Balm Beach, Tiny Township.  The issue is part of a larger long standing problem regarding ownership and public access to the beaches in this area.  I understand that the owner has unfortunately recently received a favourable decision regarding extension of his boundary to the water’s edge but  I also understand that the extension does not give clear title.  Further processes are required for this.
Recently the owner has started construction of a fence from his existing property line to over half way across the beach towards the water.  We have made your department aware of this but they claim to have no jurisdiction over the construction of a fence and cannot take any action.   I disagree.  If your department has the power to grant a boundary extension, then it obviously has some jurisdiction over the land in question.  You should have the ability to prevent or cause to prevent any changes being made to this land until due process has been completed.  If you do not act, waterfront owners all along the beach could take the same action with equal impunity and effectively restrict of eliminate historic public access to the beaches, let alone the eyesore which would be created in this beautiful area of the province.

I further urge your ministry to strongly consider denying the application for boundary extension.  Such action would set a precedent and help prevent this sort of situation from arising again.

I look forward to your early attention to and action on this matter.

Sincerely,


Hon. David Ramsay

Minister of Natural Resources




Ministry of Natural Resources
6630 - 99 Wellesley St W, 6th Flr, Whitney Block
Toronto ON M7A 1W3

BY FAX:
416-314-2216
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(Original by mail)

RE:  Building of fence on beach in Balm Beach, Tiny Township

Dear Minister Ramsay

I am writing to seek your intervention in the matter of a fence being built on the beach in Balm Beach, Tiny Township.  Recently the owner has started construction of a fence from his original property line to over half way across the beach towards the water.  I understand from staff in your ministry that they have no jurisdiction regarding this fence.  I disagree.  I am aware of numerous situations in which your ministry has exercised great control over the construction of structures along and modifications to the shorelines of the province’s lakes and rivers.  In this case, the fence is being erected between the high water line of Georgian Bay, established by your ministry, and the waters edge.  It is also being built on a dynamic beach, again as defined by your ministry.  I hope the environmental concerns that your ministry cites so many other times would also apply to this situation and that your people can take some action to have the fence removed and prevent any further fences from being erected.

If you do not act, waterfront owners all along the beach could take the same action with equal impunity and effectively change the whole shoreline environment.

I look forward to your early attention to and action on this matter.

Sincerely,

Hon. Dalton McGuinty

Premier of Ontario






Rm 281, Main Legislative Building
Toronto ON M7A 1A4

BY FAX:
416-325-3745
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(Original by mail)

RE:  Building of fence on beach in Balm Beach, Tiny Township

Dear Premier McGuinty

I am writing to seek your intervention in the matter of a fence being built on the beach in Balm Beach, Tiny Township.  The issue is part of a larger long standing problem regarding ownership and public access to the beaches in this area.  Recently the owner has started construction of a fence from his original property line to over half way across the beach towards the water over land for which he has recently received a boundary extension through the Boundaries Act but has not received clear title.  Normally this is a matter which should not involve your office but it is complicated and no one is stepping up to take leadership.

The local council has done virtually nothing up to this point claiming that the land in question does not touch on township owned property and there are no zoning bylaws which apply.  A number of your ministries can and should be involved but each seems to have an excuse to not touch the issue.  I have attached copies of letters to three of your ministers outlining where I and others think they can act.  I seek the cooperation of your office to coordinate the various ministries and make sure it does not get lost in the system.  

We need leadership, not avoidance.  If you do not act, waterfront owners all along the beach could take the same action with equal impunity and effectively restrict of eliminate historic public access to the beaches, let alone the eyesore and environmental impact in this beautiful area of the province.

I look forward to your early attention to and action on this matter.

Sincerely,


Tiny Township Council

email: council@tiny.ca
130 Balm Beach Road West

R. R. #1 Perkinsfield, ON  L0L 2J0

I would like to express my extreme shock at seeing the fences which have been erected on the beach at Balm Beach and that there seems to be no action on the part of the Township to have it stopped and removed.  Please show the leadership required to ensure that this fence is removed and that no further fences will be erected so that our beach environment and historic public access to the beaches will be preserved.  We need our elected officials to stand up to protect our rights.
Sincerely,

